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We claim: 

1 . A system for policing traffic of packet transfer in a hub, said system 
comprising: 

a first circuit, 

a second circuit connected to said first circuit; 

a first data line connecting said first circuit to said second circuit, wherein data is 
transmitted within and between said first circuit and said second circuit across said first 
data line; 

a second data line connecting said first circuit to said second circuit, wherein 
data is transmitted within and between said first circuit and said second circuit across 
said second data line; 

a monitor that monitors said first data line to determine when an amount of data 
being transmitted on said first data line within said first circuit has reached a threshold; 

a blocking mechanism that prevents data from being transmitted on said first 
data line from said first circuit to said second circuit when the amount of data being 
transmitted on said first data line has reached said threshold. 

2. The system as recited in claim 1 , 

wherein said first circuit includes first ports connected to first data line stations 
and second ports connected to second data line stations, and 
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wherein said second circuit includes third ports connected to first data line 
stations, and fourth ports connected to second data line stations, 

wherein data is transmitted on said first data line from said first ports on said first 
circuit to said third ports on said second circuit. 

3. The system as recited in claim 1 , 

wherein said monitor monitors said first data line to determine when an amount 
of data being transmitted on said first data line within said second circuit has reached a 
threshold, and 

wherein said blocking mechanism prevents data from being transmitted on said 
first data line from said second circuit to said first circuit when the amount of data being 
transmitted on said first data line has reached a threshold. 

4. The system as recited in claim 2 further comprising: 

a transmitter that transmits data across said second data line, from said first 
ports on said first circuit, to said third ports on said second circuit, when the amount of 
data being transmitted on said first data line has reached said threshold. 

5. The system as recited in claim 1 further comprising: 
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a transmitter that transmits data on said first data line to first ports within said first 
circuit when the amount of data being transmitted on said first data line has reached 
said threshold. 

6. The system as recited in claim 1 further comprising: 

a transmitter that transmits data on said second data line from said second ports 
on said first circuit to said fourth ports on said second circuit. 

7. A method for controlling data flow, said method comprising the steps of: 
transmitting data across a first data line from a first circuit to a second circuit and 

within said first and second circuits; 

transmitting data across a second data line from said first circuit to said second 
circuit and within said first and second circuits; 

monitoring said first data line to determine when an amount of data being 
transmitted within said first circuit on said first data line has reached a threshold; 

preventing data from being transmitted on said first data line from said first circuit 
to said second circuit when the amount of data being transmitted on said first data line 
has reached said threshold. 

8. The method as recited in claim 7 further comprising the step of: 
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transmitting data across said first data line to ports within said first circuit when 
the amount of data being transmitted on said first data line has reached said threshold. 

9. The method as recited in claim 7 further comprising the step of: 
transmitting data across said second data line from said first circuit to said 

second circuit when the amount of data being transmitted on said first data line has 
reached said threshold. 

10. The method as recited in claim 7 further comprising the step of: 
transmitting data on said first data line, from ports connected to first data line 

stations on said first circuit, to ports connected to first data line stations on said second 
circuit. 

1 1 . The method as recited in claim 7 further comprising the step of: 
transmitting data on said second data line, from ports connected to second data 

line stations on said first circuit, to ports connected to second data line stations on said 
second circuit. 

12. The method as recited in claim 7 further comprising the step of: 
preventing data from being transmitted on said first data line, from ports 

connected to first data line stations on said first circuit, to ports connected to first data 
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line stations on said second circuit, when the amount of data being transmitted on said 
first data line has reached said threshold. 

13. The method as recited in claim 7 further comprising the step of: 
transmitting data on said second data line, from ports connected to first data line 

stations on said first circuit, to ports connected to first data line stations on said second 
circuit, when the amount of data being transmitted on said first data line has reached 
said threshold. 

14. A system for controlling data flow, said system comprising: 

first transmitting means for transmitting data across a first data line from a first 
circuit to a second circuit; 

second transmitting means for transmitting data across a second data line from 
said first circuit to said second circuit; 

monitoring means for monitoring said first data line to determine when an amount 
of data being transmitted within said first circuit on said first data line has reached a 
threshold; 

first preventing means for preventing data from being transmitted on said first 
data line from said first circuit to said second circuit when the amount of data being 
transmitted on said first data line has reached said threshold. 
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15. The system as recited in claim 14 further comprising: 

third transmitting means for transmitting data across ports connected to first data 
line to stations within said first circuit when the amount of data being transmitted on said 
first data line has reached said threshold. 

16. The system as recited in claim 14 further comprising: 

third transmitting means for transmitting data across said second data line from 
said first circuit to said second circuit when the amount of data being transmitted on said 
first data line has reached said threshold. 

17. The system as recited in claim 14 further comprising: 

third transmitting means for transmitting data on said first data line from ports 
connected to first data line stations on said first circuit to ports connected to first data 
line stations on said second circuit. 

18. The system as recited in claim 14 further comprising: 

third transmitting means for transmitting data on said second data line from ports 
connected to second data line stations on said first circuit to ports connected to second 
data line stations on said second circuit. 

19. The system as recited in claim 14 further comprising: 
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second preventing means for preventing data from being transmitted on said first 
data line from ports connected to first data line stations on said first circuit to ports 
connected to first data line stations on said second circuit when the amount of data 
being transmitted on said first data line has reached said threshold. 

20. The system as recited in claim 14 further comprising: 

third transmitting means for transmitting data on said second data line from ports 
connected to first data line stations on said first circuit to ports connected to first data 
line stations on said second circuit when the amount of data being transmitted on said 
first data line has reached said threshold. 



